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DRAFT-Not yet approved by Committee 
 
 

Riverside Unified School District 
Communications and Public Relations 

 
Communications Board Subcommittee Meeting 

Monday, October 28 2013 
11:00 AM 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER:   
 
Mrs. Allavie called the meeting to order at 11:02 AM 
PRESENT:  Mrs. Kathy Allavie (Chair), Mrs. Patricia Lock-Dawson, Mr. Mike Fine, Dr. 
Kirk Lewis, Mr. John Schreck, Mrs. Jacquie Paul 
 

1. Approval of Minutes from the 9-19-13 Communications Board 
Subcommittee 
 

The committee approved the minutes of the 9-19-13 Communications Board 
Subcommittee meeting. 

 
INFORMATION 
 

1. Board Room Communications 
 

The committee discussed several issues related to improving communication of 
Board business, including board meetings. 

• Mr. Schreck clarified that cable franchise fees are distributed to 
municipalities, which can then distribute to other organizations, such as 
a school district. 

• Mr. Schreck stated a channel could be used for other programming 
other than just board meetings. Mrs. Lock-Dawson stated that could be 
good for career-technical training of students who could produce the 
programs. 

• Mr. Schreck provided the committee with a cost breakdown for 
accomplishing future goals.  

• Mrs. Allavie and Mrs. Lock-Dawson stated that although the idea was 
interesting, they could not recommend spending the estimated cost to 
staff and sustain a district television station until they hear from the 
community on what their budget priorities would be. This is to be 
determined through the LCAP process. 
 

Action:  This item will be tabled until the LCAP community engagement 
process is complete and it is determined that this project fits in with overall 
funding priorities. 
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2. Further study of surveys for LCAP 
 
  The committee discussed a proposed survey to be used in the Local Control and 
Accountability Plan (LCAP) development process and also discussed communications 
efforts following a pilot survey conducted in Casa Blanca. 
 

• Staff reported that follow-up to the Casa Blanca survey conducted last 
spring included a phone call to thank participants; the posting of the 
survey on the district website and the availability of printed copies in 
offices of schools that serve the Casa Blanca neighborhood. 

• In regard to a proposal from K-12 Insight to conduct district-wide surveys, 
the committee agreed that they would rather wait to see how the survey 
would fit into an overall plan to engage the community in LCAP planning. 

• Mr. Fine stated that he has been in discussions with a consultant and stated 
that surveys may fit as one part of an overall community engagement plan. 

• Mr. Fine further stated that this issue would be brought forward to the full 
Board on November 4, 2013 as a discussion item. 

    
 Action: The Committee wanted to learn more about the district’s overall plan 
for community engagement as it was to be presented at an upcoming Board 
meeting before making a decision on whether to include a large survey and felt 
this may fall under the auspices of the consultant to coordinate as part of the 
overall community engagement plan. 

 
 

3. Naming Issues 
 
The committee discussed various matters related to the naming of district 
facilities. 
 

• The committee continued discussion on how to fairly evaluate 
naming nominees. 

• Mrs. Allavie stated that in consideration of nominees, nominations 
should be kept anonymous until the point at which the names are 
brought forward for a full Board vote. 

• Mrs. Allavie noted that as ideas continue to come forward, the 
committee must remember that the board had previously agreed to 
name a school for former board member Maxine Frost. 

• Mrs. Lock-Dawson stated that she’d like all nominations to be 
submitted in a uniform format.  

 
Action: Mrs. Lock-Dawson stated that she would work on crafting a 
nomination form. Mrs. Allavie will bring back a revised version of proposed 
Honor Walk guidelines to a future committee meeting. 
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4. Update on Littleworth Theater Project 

 
• Mrs. Allavie stated that Mr. Littleworth had provided information for a 

timeline about his life to be included in improvements to the Littleworth Theater 
at Poly High School.  

 
Action:  Mrs. Allavie stated that she would contact architect Marco Eacrett to further 
discuss the project. 
 

5. Communication to Parents 
 

   The committee discussed communications to parents on various subjects, including the 
recently adopted Board Goals. 
 

• Mr. Schreck showed the committee mock-ups of vehicle wraps and 
bookmarks that will be used to promote the Board Goals. A district sponsor is 
paying for the cost of these items. 
 
6. Policy Discussion 

 
The committee discussed several needed and/or possible updates to district policies, 
including: 

• Update to Policy 9250 regarding language stating that Board members receive 
the same health and welfare benefits as other district managers. The update would 
only be to clarify policy already in place. 

• Mrs. Allavie proposed a policy to clarify how board members represent 
themselves and the full board in public. 

• Mrs. Lock-Dawson said she’d like to hold off on a policy change, but 
suggested perhaps a board training on that issue would be helpful. 
 

Action:  The committee agreed that staff would update 9250 to present to the full 
Board at an upcoming meeting. The other policy issue would be tabled pending 
further discussion and possible training at a Board retreat in the new year.  

 
7. Read by Third Grade 

 
This issue was not discussed due to time constraints. 

 
PUBLIC RELATIONS: 
 

1. Unscheduled Communications 
 

• There were no unscheduled communications 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting was adjourned at 12:50 PM 
 


